
How to Help-Every Day 
� Make sure your child sees you reading. You are your child’s first and most 

influential teacher. 
� Choose a special time and place to read aloud to your child every day. 
� Listen to your child read to you for 15–20 minutes every day. 

Helping Your Child 

Make sure your child understands what is being read. 
 

Before reading, 
� Read the title of the book or story to your child and ask,“What does the title 

make you think the story will be about?” 

� Have your child look at the cover of the book.  

� If the book includes pictures, have your child look at the pictures. Ask your 

child to talk about what he or she thinks might be happening in the story based 

on the pictures. 

During reading, 
� Ask your child questions that require more than a yes/no answer: 

        *“Have you ever felt like that? When?” 

   *“Why do you think that happened?” 

   *“How do you think this problem will be solved?” 

   *“What do you think will happen next?” 

� Find a good breaking point in the story and ask your child to retell what he or she 

has read. 

After reading, 
� Have your child retell the story. Encourage your child to use his or her own words 

to retell the story using the correct order of events. 

� Ask questions that help your child relate to the story in a personal way: 

o “Who was your favorite character? Why?” 

o “How is this character like you?” 

o “How is this character different from you?” 

o “How is your life the same as or different from the lives of the 

characters?” 

o “What would you have done in that situation?” 

� Ask questions that help your child relate the story to his or her own knowledge 

and learning: 

o “What did you already know about this subject?” 

o “What new things did you learn about this subject?” 

o “How is this subject similar to something else you have learned?” 

o “What questions do you still have about this subject?” 

Extend the reading experience: 
� Ask your child to make up a new ending for the story. 

� Have your child continue the story with a sequel. 

� Look for other books about the same or a related subject. 

� Encourage your child to do an activity that may have been presented in the story. 


